[Cancer blood-borne metastasis and platelets].
Platelet aggregation plays an important role in the phase of arrest of tumor cells in the microcirculation of the metastatic site in blood-borne metastasis. Hyper-aggregability of platelets, hypercoagulability and suppression of fibrinolysis accelerate the adhesion of tumor cells in the microcirculation of the target organ, but it may be inhibited by suppression of platelet aggregation, biosynthesis of thromboxane A2 and the coagulation system. Platelet aggregation is induced by not only metabolites of arachidonic acid but also factors released from tumor cells. Thromboxane A2 and prostaglandin I2 may play a role in blood-borne metastasis.